


For children from lower socio-economic backgrounds whose parents

have well-resourced libraries in schools. Having teacher-librarians in all schools would also be helpful.
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School libraries levelling playing field
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HILE various
ways of levelling
the playing field
for students

from different
.. backgrounds are being explored,
the role of school libraries seems

ties and thus become an effective
way to effect social change.
Schools try to build reading
cultures by instituting reading
programimes, having reading peri-
ods, and working with bodies
such as the National Library
Board (NLB) to generate interest
in reading. However, they may
not recognise that having a good
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Of Information Capital. They ob-
served that children visiting two
libraries, one located in a mid-
dle- class suburb and another in
an urban setting serving a low-in-
come community, learnt to use
the library in vastly different
ways.

In the suburban library, adults
spent an average of 47 minutes
At g b el children where-

of managing knowledge.

In many libraries in other
parts of the world, such as Aus-
tralia or Canada, school libraries
are often managed by trained
teacher-librarians.

As teachers, teacher-librari-
ans understand the work of
schools. As librarians, they are
trained to manage and support
the use of knowledge within the






